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Why votes need to be for elected officials that will cut the military budget.
The modern military budget has been known to be very big and very costly, and a major portion of the overall budget of the government. The military uses its budget to buy weapons, pay troops, and maintain research and equipment for military purposes such as National Defense. In recent years, there has been more debate over whether the military budget should be cut or should be expanded. This is due to the recent escalations and tensions in the Middle East, like conflicts including Israel and Palestine and the bombing of Iran. Along with the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine. The military budget is a very important thing due to the fact that the military is in charge of national security and helps protect us from things like terrorism to foreign states. The military budget also takes away funding from things like healthcare and education. With recent health care and education cost increases, should military funding be cut to fund those things. The answer is yes. And the solution to cut the military budget is voters to elect public officials who promise to cut the military budget. The voters must hold those elected officials to their promises to do their jobs and to cut the budget and reallocate it funds to other more important things like health care and education.	Comment by Stein, Johnny: You have moved from a basic thesis to one that is more evolved, complex, and vivid. This thesis is the heart of the essay: everything in the essay will point back to the thesis and support it. The one you have crafted is excellent. 
I believe the US military's budget could be spent on more valuable things for the United States people such as healthcare, education, and food stamps. We spend nearly a trillion dollars on the military budget every year.  On April 16, 2026, it was reported that Trump is looking to increase the military budget to 1.5 trillion dollars.  This would be almost a trillion dollars more than the 2025 budget.  Trump wants to increase the military budget while at the same time cutting domestic programs by 10%.  The increase in the military budget is to “ramp up U.S. weapons production and build more ships, planes and drones [which] will require a massive upfront investment” according to Trump’s budget director. (Freking, 2026). 	Comment by Stein, Johnny: This is an orphaned quotation. It needs a response so it is not left to survive on its own. Support your quotes by adding a "bottom bun." Respond with your own ideas in kind:: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1St_QKVj7fZaJMpZpHiERCN46d549kkcf9G7KUeGIQRM/edit
Why do we even need to ramp up production on weapons and ships? We may be at war with Iran, but we have already destroyed most of their Navy with the ships we have already, and we are not planning on deploying ground troops.  Therefore, I don't see why we need to ramp up production. Why raise the military budget to purchase more weapons that we do not need? We already have the world's largest Air Force with the most advanced planes.  Further investment could be used for more beneficial things for the United States people like healthcare, food stamps, education instead of inflated military spending.
When there have been rising prices in things such as food and health care bills in the United States, people need relief. I believe every dollar spent on the military is a dollar stolen from social programs like healthcare. President Dwight D Eisenhower said it best: "Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed.”  Being a product of WWII as the Allied Commander before being president gave him a unique view of the necessities for the military, but he also saw that when a government spends on the military it is also taking away from its civilian populous.  He stated, “[t]he cost of one modern heavy bomber is this: a modern brick school in more than 30 cities. It is two electric power plants, each serving a town of 60,000 population. It is two fine, fully equipped hospitals. It is some 50 miles of concrete highway.” (Eisenhower).  This shows just how much of that money could be spent on our things that are more beneficial for the United States people. Much of our infrastructure, like bridges and highways, has been slowly decaying since the 60's. Roads and highways are not the only things that have been decaying. Our education system has been facing a crisis. 40% of students in the United States are not as proficient in reading as they should be. We are facing a literacy crisis. The money from the military could be put into those social programs instead of the military. 	Comment by Ramos, Jovani: that is a strong statement to make, i agree that too much money is being spent and you make a valid point but, for the sake of trying to get readers on your side i would just say the majority of the money is waisted.	Comment by Stein, Johnny: quotations will not be in italics	Comment by Stein, Johnny: I recommend combining these two paragraphs. 	Comment by Stein, Johnny: this quotation can use a stronger response. Now is the time to use your own voice again. One way you can do this is by showing the reader you agree with what has just been said. What do you think? Why do you agree with it? 


We also have massive problems with the healthcare industry. Many Americans cannot afford health care bills. Some don't even want people to call ambulances due to just how expensive they are. We need to lower health care bills or the American people simply. Will not be able to be cared for by the health industry. If we were to invest in more of these social programs and less in the military budget, it could help to close the gap in fixing these.
Another reason the voter should elect officials to cut back on the military budget is due to the fact that there is a ton of corruption that has been allowed to linger in the military budget system. The United States military has not performed a financial audit since 2018. The United States military has failed to complete an audit since then, let alone a full financial audit. Who knows how much corruption is hidden from not being able to complete these audits. An example of fraud can be seen with Boeing.  Boeing is known to markup certain spare parts for aircraft by thousands of percentages.   Boeing overcharges for a tiny gear, which is the size of a dime, charging the military $644.75, which was a markup of 177,000% cost increase for that part. (Schwellenbach, 2011). Think of all the money the US taxpayer would save if we voted in people who would cut the pork and not permit fraud to overcome the military budget. 
I am not the only one who found this corruption to be appalling, and it is not just a modern issue. Former Marine General Smedley D. Butler stated “The normal profits of a business concern in the United States are 10%, and sometimes even 12%. But wartime profits? Ah, that is another matter, twenty, sixty, one hundred, three hundred, and even eighteen hundred percent the sky is the limit. All of that to the traffic will bear. Uncle Sam has the money. Let's get it.” This shows that corruption, markups, and even fraud in the military complex is not a new problem but is something we need to deal with. (Smedley, 1935).
We must cut back on the military budget so that the military is forced to reign in this corruption if they are to continue operating at the capacity that they are. In order to do this, the voter must vote in officials who will not hesitate to cut back on the military budget. If we do not utilize our elections on people to cut down on the military budget, then we will pay for it via our taxes and debt. The United States is already in massive amounts of debt and we already have extremely high taxes.  General Smedley D. Butler stated in the 1930’s “Who provides these nice little profits of 20, 100, 300 1,500 and 1,800 percent? We pay them in taxes. We pay the bankers their profits when we bought Liberty Bonds. $100 and sold them back at 84 or 86 to the bankers. Those bankers collected 100 plus.” (Smedley, 1935)   Military contractors charged absorbate fees not only in the time of War in 1935, but this price gouging continues today.  Parts you can get at Lowes for ten dollars can be thousands of dollars when purchased from a military contractor.	Comment by Stein, Johnny: This is an orphaned quotation. It needs a response so it is not left to survive on its own. Support your quotes by adding a "bottom bun." Respond with your own ideas in kind:: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1St_QKVj7fZaJMpZpHiERCN46d549kkcf9G7KUeGIQRM/edit
 The taxpayer has always paid the bill for the inflated costs of the military. They have always paid it through taxes and the debt we accrue as a nation. If we continue to spend this much on the military budget. We will have a debt crisis in the future for our children. We already have trillions of dollars in debt. If we do not lower this, then our future generations will have to pay this money back and that will lead to a recession. For them, it will cause their lives to be worse than ours.
We have taken out loans from foreign countries for many years and have accrued trillions of dollars' worth of debt in order to fund the military budget. We have put our country into generational debt. This debt will strain the economy as long as it continues to grow and continues to be there. It will be a pain in our side, for our grandchildren, our grandchildren's children, for generations. I am not the only person who thinks about this.  Katerina Canyon a member of Peace Economy Project, AUS Nonprofits focusing on reducing military spending, states “A ballooning debt fueled by tax cuts for the wealthy and runaway defense spending threatens the very economic security it claims to protect.” They agree that continued spending on the military budget adds the current rate will lead to the eventuality that the US cannot pay back its debt. 	Comment by Stein, Johnny: I recommend dividing this paragraph right here. 
Defaulting on debts and economic stagnation due to the debt crisis will cause a financial crisis that will ruin the United States people. This is why voters must elect officials who will cut the military budget so we can stop increasing our debt. Another thing we need to do is to transfer to a more peaceful economy which is not as reliant on the military industrial complex for GDP.  Katerina further states, “A true peace economy invests in people, not in war. It channels resources toward housing, healthcare, education, renewable energy, and community well-being—not endless military build-up and global arms races.”  (Canyon, 2025).  I agree with her about this.   I believe that a true economy during peacetime should be an economy that invests in people, not into arms races for wars that will not happen. We have not fought a large war in decades, and the American people are sick of war. We need to begin investing in the people, not in arms. To accomplish this the American voter must vote in officials who will cut the military budget.	Comment by Ramos, Jovani: i really like his part 
I know that many older people Of the United States Feel that the military budget should not be cut because it provides safety for us. I understand why they feel this way. Believe me, I used to also believe we shouldn't cut the military budget because it provides us with safety. That was until I finally understood why we needed that safety, why foreign threats like terrorism and foreign states hate the US so much. The reason why there are so many foreign threats like terrorism and foreign states and so many enemies abroad is because the United States has antagonized these people and countries for years.  These enemies are finally done dealing with it and are fighting back. For years, the United States has worked under big stick diplomacy where we have hit whatever country that did not bend the knee to us with our military.
 I am not the only one who has figured this out. Here is Hilfiker, David physician and founder of Joseph's House, a home and hospice for homeless people.  Here is a quote from when he visited Iraq shortly after the US invasion of it during the Gulf War. “I quickly learned about the United Nations economic sanctions that had been responsible for the deaths of hundreds of thousands of Iraqi children in the preceding 10 years. I also discovered that although these sanctions were officially imposed by the United Nations, they had been sustained entirely at the insistence of the United States” As you can see, he talks about the sanctions we leveled on Iraq during the Gulf War that lasted long after it. He mentions how these sanctions have led to the deaths of hundreds of thousands of Iraqi children.	Comment by Ramos, Jovani: ago 	Comment by Stein, Johnny: your rebuttal is excellent! I don't have any suggestions for revising it. 
 If someone did this to the United States, we would destroy their nation with our military, but we destroyed Iraq's military during the Gulf War and there is nothing they can really do about the sanctions. They do not have enough power in the UN to undo them, and the United States kept them there for as long as they wanted until our invasion in 2005. The reason we kept these sanctions in there was to try to provoke the people of Iraq to rise up and overthrow the leader of Iraq, Saddam Hussein, even though under international law this is illegal. This is not the first time we have interfered in. The affairs of other countries that are not on any of our business. The CIA overthrew and took over many Central American and South American countries during the Cold War because they had democratically elected communist leaders. Even though these communist leaders had full support from the people of these nations.. They were kicked out of power because the United States did not want any communist power near it.	Comment by Stein, Johnny: STYLE: You don’t want your paragraphs to run longer than 2/3rd of one double-spaced typed page. You'll divide long paragraphs by finding a place where you have a slight shift in ideas and hitting that enter button! (I recommend dividing it right here). 
 We also intervened in the Vietnam War even though we had no right to do so. We sent troops over to go fight the Vietcong who were fighting against the French. We had colonized Vietnam many years before and had kept it as a colony. All they wanted was independence, but because they were communists and were supported by communists, we went over to crush them. We have done this over and over again, and each time we did it, more and more people became our enemies. Until we are at the current state that we are in now, wherein which we have tons of terrorist organizations who despise the United States and tons of foreign states that will not do business with us because we have hurt them in the past. If we do not stop with our aggressive foreign policy, then eventually we will start a war in which a coalition will form that we cannot beat. But if we change our foreign policy to no longer be aggressive, if we begin actually negotiating and talking it out with these countries that we have hurt. Then we will not have any foreign threats because no one will have any justification or reason to go after the United States like they do now. The United States would be safer if we simply started talking things out instead of hitting everyone with the big stick.
In the end, it is necessary that the United States must cut back on military spending if it is to continue exist as a nation. If we continue the path that we are heading, we will hit our debt ceiling.  The US will default on its debts, and we will end up like the Weimar Republic where in which the US dollar will be worthless leading to hyperinflation.  Along with this will be rampant corruption in the institutions in which we are supposed to trust and utilize. These two things will bring the United States living standards down to a third world country. This is why the voter must elect those who will be willing to make the big decision to cut the military budget, and invest in the people of the United States.	Comment by Ramos, Jovani: i think your final thesis could be a little longer but i thought it was still compelling
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